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PARKE WOULD HOT TALK

HE WILL EXPLAIN MATTERS ONLY
TO HIS PARENTS,

Ll Talal

-

o

 —

. a

IS CONVERSATION POINTED TO AN
UNBALANCED MIND.

SOME LOVE TROUBLE LED HIM TO
BECOME A TRAMP,

Graphle Description of the Closingz
Hours of the Parsult,
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Meridian, Mizs.,, May 23.—(Special.)—After
the arrest of James H. Parke, of Detrolt,
at this place yesterday afternoon, lezal
complications arose that threatened at
one time a detention of the young man
for perhaps several days. It seems that
Parke. In his wanderings, had become as-
sociated with an oplum and cocalne fiend.
and that they traveled south together s
far as Coaling, o small station cn the Ala-
bama Great Southern Rallroad, at which
point Parke was ejected from the traln.
It was at this place, or, rather, while at
Tuscaloosa, only a few miles south of the
station named, that Detectlve Lombard
learned of the clrcumstance, and placed
himeelf In position to Inspect thoroughly
every traln that came north, and through
the assistance of the trainmen he was
enabled to secure on .the first southbound
freight the very man who had been travel-
ing 'with Parke, and from whom he had
been separated only a few hours, This
man at first declined to Impart any Infor-
mation, and It was only through well-laid
plans of the shrewd detective that any
confesslon from t(his depraved tramp of
his knowledge of the Deiroit young man
was extorted. He was told, as already re-
cited, that Parke was ejected (rom the
train at Coaling. and that he was then in
all probabliity pursuing his journey south-
ward on foot. In order lo remove as far
as possible the unwholesome I(nfluence of
this man. and as a reward for the Infor-

mation obtalned, Detective Lembard trans-
ferrad to him his railroad ticket to Meri-
dian and then started up the rajlroad trick
in the directlon of Coaling siation, expect-
ing to meet his man at almost any time.
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He was now almost ceriain that he had
reached the end of a long, fatiguing, and
at one time apparently Interminable pur-
sult. He was now certainly ‘within a few
miles of the objJect of his search, but

the detective was here doomed to disap-
pointment. His man had succecde2d In se-
curing a footing on the blind huagzage of
another train, and while passing throngh
the dense swamps of the Warrlor river the
brakeman, who by some means had be-
come apprised of the presence and pur-
pose of the detective, called to Parke in
a loud volce: *if you are from New York,
jump and llee for yvour iife; a detective Is
on your track.” Without the least cere-
mony the young man leaped from the rap-
idly moving train, and with the fleetness
almos: of deer_gdleags:.-ved nmong. the |
brambles and brugh of the compauratively
impenetrable swamps of the Warrior. Ra-
turning to Tuscaloosa, Detective Lombard
secured the assistance of the chlef of po-
lice, and the swamps and negro cabins
for miles were trult:esslr searched until
10 o'clock at night. Having gone the cn-
tire duy without rest, and without fvod
of any dJdescription, the dutective, greatly
fatizued and miles away from Tuscaloocsi.
to which point he must return and renew
the search. arcused a (amily about mid-
alzht In an (solated and barely accessible
locnifty, where a [frucai meal Was pre-
pared and ravenously devour«d. Here, tno,
u conveyaunce—aun anclent and rickety
sulky, drawn by a horse hardly able o
stund—wax secured, and the perilous jour-
nay to Tuscaloosa was made. The polivy
of the detective was to pursue the work
e hud in hand as quletly as possible and
avold any publicity whatever, but out of
the unfortunate clreumstances that made
it neceszary to sollcit the ald of the Tus-
caloosa chlef of police, grew a report thal
the father of yvoung Parke had offered a
reward of $19 for hls apprehension. The

hope, therefore, of securing this reward
antleral tha intaraar nf qoveral Dﬂru&'-‘




enilsted the Interest of several partes
in the search, among them be!ng a young
man named Campbell, who, believing that
Parke was en route to Meridlan, took the
first train for this place. It was oa iais
very traln that Parke rode the “blinc hag-
gage," passing Detective Lombaurd wkhil~
watching at-the Warrlor bridge, three miles
north of Tuscaloosa. After 2 search
through the city vesterday, Campbeall ound
voung Puarke asleep under an old shed at
the extreme westarn corporate limits, and
after walting until he awoke follywed bim
Into the eity. Along the route Parke cen-
versed with scvem? partiez, telling them
that he-was from Detroft, Mich., an¢ upon
gett!ng  this Information Campbell, of
course, felt more ceriain that he had tha
man he wanted, Upon reaching the busi-
ness portion of the city. Otficer MeCareoll,
who had been detalled by the chlef of police
to hendle the case, was called end made
the arrest. Now here 13 where the compli-
catlons aroee, Campbell cluimed that he
had followed the young man at some ex-
pense from Tuscaloosn, Ala.; had traced
him through this city and followed him up
until he had placed him In the hands of the
offlcers, and that he was, thercfore, entitied
to whatever reward may have bean offerad.
Detective Lombard appeared and clalmed
the right to take charze of the youns man,
for whom he had been searching for weeks
througout the citles of the east and weast.
stating that no reward for the arrost of
Parke had been offered by any one, Stiil
Campbell, unsatisfied on this point. consuit-
ed a lawver with a view of detaining young
Parke, under a writ of haheas corpus un-
til the question as to whether a raward was
really offered for the youne man could be
more satisfactorily determined. HHe was,
therefore, he!d in cnstodv until this morn-
ing, when he was released and accompaniad
Diatective Lombard to his room ai the
Southern Hotel.
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The correspondent of The Free Press
call=l at the hotel this afternoon for the
purpose of {nterviewing the gentiemen
and obtaining from them such additional
siatements as would be of interesi to the
puhlic. Mr. Parke. who had evidently Just
roturned from one of the mos: fashionable
furnishine establishments of the clty, was
comfortably ssatad in a rocker, clothed In
an elezant and most becominz new suit of
clothas, perusing a number of l#7ters which
ne hod apparently just received. Tndeed,
here was presented a veritable nroilical’s
roturning to his father's housa, dizrobad of
th« carb of a tramn and rescu2d from the
?lum; and debasing associations there
ound.

He was clothed in the habilimenis of
respeetablility and made hapny in the as-
surance of tha lova and affection of an hon-

nrable father. whose concern for the wal-:

fars of an erratic son prompiad the exnaea-
ditura of 2 larze sum of money » nHrocure
hiz return to the pareatal roof undsr tke
advice and direesion of Mr. Lomhard,

Mr. Parke declined to make anyv siata-
ment whatever for publlcation. both gen-
tlemen holding ta the opinion that inasmuch
as thers is no charge against him the mat-
tors which Lroucht about the present un-
hanpy state of affairs could not be of miich
intereet 10 the publie.

Those things, Mr. Lombard sald, would
be explained bv Mr..Parke to hix familv
when he returnad home, and they, in all
prababllity, would never he communicated
to nuiside parties. After Mr, Parke had baen
arrested by Officer MeCarenll and beafore
the arrival of Mr. Lombard. he assizned as
a reason for leaving home, that he was en-
gaczed to marrv a younz lady of Detroit,
and that his father seriously objected to
the unfon. Ha was so comnietaly infatuiled
that he falt that he could not llve thers
save in the love of the young lady whom he
adored. and rather than run counier so
completely to the wishes of his father he

|



-y

IV ™ s s b s ) S TV =

Te e

-

preferred to become a2 common tramp.
Mr. Lombard, swho has mads a most PIUATE
ant impression upon 2!l with whom he has
come in contact hers, will leave to-night oa
.the lﬁzm o'cioek Alabama Great Southern,
via Chattancoga and Cincinratl, accom-
paniced by Mr. Parke,

Elrmingham. Ala.. May 23.—(Speclal.)—
James H. Parke, the wandering son of
Millionaire Parke, of manufacturing chem-
Ist {ume, made qulte a elrcultous route

from the time he left New York until he
reached Meridian, Mise, Which of the hun-
dreds of routes leading from the great me-
tropolis Parke hiad iaken was hand to tell
at firzt. Finally, It was learned by Detect-
ive Lombard that he had purchuasad a ticket
to Waskington. From N:w York he went
to Washingten In the siyvle of the averaze
traveler, After that he adopted the plan
of the average tramp. From Washkington

| he weni wandering about untll he ™ached

Cincinnati; when he left that pigce it 1s
siaid that he went to Loufsville, whence
he went to Chauttanvoga, rlding a short
Jistance upon freight tralns and upon the
blind bagzage of passenger trains. Tramp-
Ing it after the manner of the veteran
tramp, he made kis way from station to
statlon along the A, G, 8. R. R. untfl he
wax captured In the yards at Meridlan
while aslcep upon a pile of lumber. To
this place from Futah he had ridden upon
the rucks of n freleht train. He had Jur-
ing this wandering tour a bundie of clothes
which, most of the tlme, he kept strapped
to his back.

When asked why he left ke refused to
state the cause, but from what could be
gatherad from the drift of his conversa-
tion and certain allusions, it Is thought
that it Is the rezult of u case of desperate
love. He waniel nothing saldl of the en-
tire affair. as it was, as he considerad
it purely a personal onc. He looks very
much touzbened by the tramp he has
taken, and from the drift of his conver-
sutien one would judge that he Is men-
taily unbalanced, (or he spoke in o wan-

dering manner and In broken sentences.
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