| Sports Afield
By TAP GOODENOUGI

The experts sald he didn't have
an oulside chance, I'he old-timers
thougtil ho was making a mlslake
In even enterlng the race. But
Dr, Roland Lombard of Wayland
retused to be dlscouraged, rocent-
ly winning tho World's Champlons
ghlp Sled Dog Derby at The Pas,
Maultoba, In his flest atlempl,
That's Hke copping the Kentucky
Dorby with your Inltlal colt,

A velerlnarian, Dr. Lombard
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operales hls animal hospital in
Auburndale, At 46, he's a flL 150
pounds, And  drlving
Huskles has made him a wiry
whip of & man—lean and tanned,
imbued wilth enthuslasm for his
hobby,

“Started  rvalsing and  raclng
Huskles Lwenty years ago ab my
home In Raymond, Me,," sald the
doctor, “I becume inlerested In

Alaskan musher, Leonard Sep-
pala, when he vislled Poland
Spring with his dog leam.”

Laler, the Lomburds moved Lo
Wayland, where the canlnes are
bred and tralned, the THuskies
belng conditloned for the 120-
mile Decby right on the 50-acre
tract, snow or not, When the
ground s bare, slripped-down
sporty cars are dragged by the
wllling dogs,

21 TEAMS STARTED

“I'd almed for the Derby for
years," smiled the velerlnarian,
Twenty-one teams slavted, most
of them driven by Indlans or
Canadians, It was run In.three
40-mile heats, one cach day, And
I knew we'd won on the last
half of the second -day after golng
20 mlles, What - theill that wasl
I could sensa that the dogs
reallzed they could win, too.”

At Manltobs, drlvers were
Iimlted to teams of 11 Huskies,
Dr, Lombard used clght dogs the
flrst day, then seven and six, Of
course, he had the same lead
dog each heat, a [our-year-old

Slberlanf.

the spovl altor seelng that greal|

named Chuck Chlel, = Olhers In
ils teams were Nanool, Tarky,

DR, ROLAND LOMBARD

Mallla, Sugret, Shagwah, llitlle
John and TRobln Moeod, Tolal
time for ihe 130-mile grind was
nine hours, 30 minutes,

To drlve sled dogs, ,you must
be-:'enll{ rugged, able o with-
sand cuting winds, cold and snow.
stormy, At Inlervals durlng a
long race, drivers often hop from
theltt sleds and ruvy along with
the Huskles; thus lightening thelr
load, Average sled welghs about
23 pounds,

“Siberlan Huskies are a genlle
breed, desplie-what people may
think" stated lhe doclor, ““They

1957 NATIONAL CANBLEPIN CHAMPIONS

avaranteep 37500.00 casH prizes
Huntlngton “85" Allays, 268 Hubtliglon' Ave,' Boston
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AND ONE OF HIS HUSKIES

Record-Amerfean I'holo by Edwin Slephan

are not fighlers, due to proper
tralning and breeding, And the
majority of drivers and owners

valse Lhelr dogs llke babies, Cruel

Irealment is oull In the New
England Sled Dog Club, whips
cun’l be over three feet in length,
“In a race, they're just snapped
most of the time

EXPENSIVE PASTIME

Racing and rearing Huskles Is
an expensive pastime. Dr,” Lom-
bard won $1700 In purses this
winter, but that sum. won’t ap-
proach paylng his overall ex-
penses, His leam [inished fourth
last weekend In the N, R, Derby
al Laconia, N. I1,

Rowland  Lembard, 18, . doecs
seme driving under his dad’s/guid-
ance, while mother (Loulse)l Is an
aceomplished musher,

“H's a highly-specialized sport,”
commented the doc. “Yes, It re-
quires all your cnergy year-
'round, Why, we're apt to be
working with the dogs on a hot
Fourth of July.”

New England can well be proud
of its world champlon musher,
who is pleased lo see more young-
sters laking up the sport, Next

time junlor wanls a_pet, get him-

a Husky. Dr, Lombard says that'll
lkeep him healthy.
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