(" 'STORIES ABOUT SAM SCOTT
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5" 1Y AN OPTIMIST WHOM EVERYONH LIKED

AND WHO LIKED EYRRYONE,

‘Ops of fhe Leadess fa the Mesl Yatate
Boom In the Mne s Army 'Saye
isga Pald a Morigwge~The
Faneral Kunday,

The funeral services of Colonel Sam F.

Scott, who died fromt apoplexy early this
morping, will be held ot the resldence,
2648 VWabash avenne, Sunday afternoon at
1;30 o'clock, The Rev, Stephen A, North-
‘rop, paster of the First Bapthat church,
will conduct the services. The active pall-
bearers will be: P, S Brown, jr., George
W. Evans., M. M. Sweetman, Ilarye

Fleming, E. \V. Longwell and E. 4.
Decker, The honotary pallbearers have
not been chosen, The body will be placed
In the receiving vault st Mount Wash-
ington cemetery.

Samuel F. Scott was born on & {srm
near Fort }Hope, Cannda, in 1849 Ten
ireu: Inter the Scoit family moved 10

Ninols. Untl] he was 13 years <[ 1ge
S. F. Scolt assisted in the cultivation of
the farm. When 16 hLe enlisted with the
One Hundred and  Fifty-third  Illinols
volunterrs and setved until the close of
the war. During his srmy career youn
Scott sayed §1,100 from his aalary an
with this lifted a mertgage from hia
father's frrm.

In the year 1368, accompanied by two
other young men, he atarted across coun-
try with 4 wagon and tesm to visit Kan«
18s. On December 4 the party ariived
In Kansas City, Mr. Scott leased a farm
In Anderson county, Kansas, and raived
one crop there. Then he came to Kape
tas City and worked in &  wholesale
house, e saved about $50n and traded
in horses and cattle, In 1873 he mars
ried Mary ], Lombard of l]arrm;izlon. 1Y,
Jle opened a real estate ageney here the
eame year And was successful until thui

boont's collapse,
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“Don't knock; try boosting,” way Sem
F. Scott’s advice to the aclive younger
Republicans with whom he came i con-
{act In tecent years. [t was representative
of Sam Scott's whole life and in his real
eatate business, when he was an extensive
roperstor, it was always with the confi-
detice that the future was big with op-
pottinities, _

Scott way an optimist. He came to
Kanns City in 1874 and established 2
real estite office at x17 Delawate atreel.
1{e saw a great future in Kansas City and
had not heen In Lusiness long beforg he
hegan to buy corners of farms that ad-
jotned the eity end platted additions, He
would buy o pasture, have it platted and
“boost’’ as he wonld say until he had
acld out and developed, " When tha hoom
kegan S. F. Scotl & Co., was in the front
and was regarded 29 one of the [argest
real estate conzevns in Kansas City, §l|1't
B. Hough was ihe Junior partner in the
firm st that {ime,

Among the additions EInttcd by Scoty in
those days was Bernard place, a tract of
twenty acres nt Twelfth street and Ben.
ton boutevard, It was named. for Bernard
Corrigan, whoe wat  Scott’'s partienlar
friend; Blue Avenue park, ten acres ai
Fifteenth street and Norton avenue, was
another of Scott’s additions. e platted
Saichman place, corner of Fiftoenth sirest
and Cleveland avenue, Saichman was one
of the owners of the tract and he and
Scott shook dice to  determine  whose
name it should bear.  Salchman won.
Sidney place at Twelfth street and Cleve.
land avenue, was another ol his addi-
tions nanied for one of his fricnds, Sid-
ney Smith, He bought a forty.acre Feld
in Argentine and soid it put in lota ns
Rarkaw:ﬁ addition, He laid out as Iligh-
land patk what js new known os Penn
Yalley park. It was first built up with
houses and later cleated and turned into
A park by the city.
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ot have canght Scott if he had confimed
hiv operations to [Consas City But when
he platted additions {1 Leavenworth, Atch.
ison and Fort Scoit, Kas riniirgham,
Ala,, and Tort Payne, Ala, an  “lennison,
Tex, he got irto decp water and these
witihh the Flms hotel at Excelalor Springs
were 4 3 heavy for him when the reaction
eame. He lost 50,000 in the Elns hotel
deal and the Alabama additions were as
monty thrown away,

“Many years 8go,” said Judge Guinotte
ef the probate court,” Sam Scott wns a
horse trader. He went inta the real es.
tate business stout 1878, I think. He and
snother man had an office at Fifth and
Delaware alrests. Tt was the meelin
tace for men whose names afterwar
ecame known to ril Kansas City people.
There was J. bl Tord, then a councilman
end & momber of the old drug firm of
Ford & Amold. Dan Frink, later mayor
of the city: Hernard Corngan, now press
{dent of the Metropolitan Siree! ‘Railway
company r]l I, Owens, pn old time con-
tractor, and others. Tt was 3 jolly crowd,
& story telling crowd. The best stoties
gbout Sam Scott won't be told to-day;
they’'ll come later when hir friends are

sccustomed to the fact of his death.”

It way teld of Mr, Scott at the county
tourthouse this morning that: some years
ago when he was making a fight for the
postmastership the late  Judge llenry
wrote 1 letter to the Postmaster Gayern)
indcving Mr, Scott and saying thal he
was “A gentleman, a compelent man for
the posibon and fully reliable.” Coming
from an old line Demancrat such a atrong
appreciation of a Republican was notable,
}Sr, Seott valued it, it was said, mbove
any other,




“Sam Scott way an {deal host, a good |
fellow and a good friend. Nearly always |
v delegate of active lerder in Repitblican

Jitics he got no reward himself bayond

it o teems as postmaster except the sat-
isfaction of helping get things for his
friends.” ‘ ,

This was the generi! line of comment
te-day by city hall men who had known
Colone] Scott.

“Colonel Scott was targely instrumenta)
in gelting an extension of the Wabash
railroad to Excelsior Springs,” said Gus
Pearson, city ropmtroller, “In 1891 he
was prognetor of the Fims hotel at I'x-
celiiop Springy and there fornied » large
scquaintance throughout the srate. s
was an ideal host, [is genial pervonality
sttracted a large eircle of friends. When-
gver Sam Scott was seen on the sireet or
in the hotel Jobbies he was invariably the
central figure in & group. You never saw
bim off tn &2 corner by himeeff™

“I was probably the last person cutside
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of the niembers of his family who talked
with Colonel Scott last night,” said O. P,
Bloss, private secretary to the mayor, “I
was relurning fram the theater and he was
on the car when 1 boarded it. There
seemed to he nothing unuiual the matter
with himy except that he complaimed of
feeling tired  \We separated at Twenty-
fifth and Proapect.

““I'here was one trait of his character that
trupressed ime particularly, [t always gave
hitm more satisfaction to do nomething for
someone else than to get angthing for him-
salf” .

M. Scoit was  president of the r.nm-!
pany that huilt the railroad from Excel-
aor Springs junction to Excelnor Springs,
a cistance of nbout six miles, The com.
pany was as independent aa if it had been
a thousand mile system. Mr Scotp sent
ot the usual courteay passes lo the prasi-
detits of pther reilrond lines, te got no
respoise from tha head of the New York
Central system  and wrote him a letter,
The answer came with & slighting remark
ahaut *a road never heard of,” and wanted
ta hnow where [t was operated, “My rail-
road may not be as Jong as the New York
Central, but it i just as wide,” Scott re-

¥

plied. e got the pass.
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“[ shall never forget the time swe went
to Wichita, about 1887, to build & helt
line around the city,” said Sidney Smith,
this morning, who was .adsociated fof
oars with Mr Scott, “D, W Longwell,

any Scotl and 1 made up the parly, \We
had & Mttla money. I was introduced as 8
capitalist and Mr. Longwell as & eivil ene

'|gineer, TFour men of Wichita, the 'Big

Four,) were to steer the franchise through
the conneil. [ think Bernard Corrigan
was n on that deal for about $5.000. The
four \Vichita men represented shout 34
million doflars of more, Comipared to that
sum my modest ¢apital—and all that we
had—was 88 nothing. The amusing thing
happened when we went over the proposed
route of the belt line, It was up ta we,
finally, to say something to rarry out the
impreysion made by my #ilk hat snd big
diamond, so 1 looked abont grandly and
said: *This ls too small. \We ought to take
in more territory.”

wvlhat's all right for you men of big
capital, shid one of the Wichita four, ‘but
we have to go slower down here! T had

all T coutd do to keep from laughing.

"\Well Mr. Smith continued, “the deal
fell tisrough for some reason, the fran-
chise didn't carry or some such thing.
We had maintained hetdquarters at the
Lest holel and Sam had bren a gencrous
host, The result was that when we
started for Kansas City one night the
colonal and Mr. Longwell were ‘broke’
and T had the only money”in the crowd.
Presenily the conductar cams along and




Presently the conductar cams along and
wsked for our ticketa. We had none,
Sam went through his pockets and his
(ace grew grave, ‘Why, D've lost my
pysses, he exclaimed. ‘Too bad, swd
the conductor, ‘but yow'll have to pay’

“I paid for the three and Sam promptly
fell asleep, [le was a duccessful snorer,
atd soon the noise began ta divturb ather

eople, The eonductor came along, shook
sam and sald: ‘Say, minen, I'm not tak-
ing a alliope lhrnugﬁ the country ) if you
cant sleep without that noise you stay
awike. ,

“Sam told him he was rorry and in two
minntes he was at it ag londly us ever,
I::nplq did grow! about Jt, but lie couldn't
stop,

“ knew Sain Scott on a farm near De-
loit, Wis,"” Mr. Smith concluded. “I way
clerk in 4 ymalf store and he vacd to come
jin_with his mother-aud his two brothers
te.buy provisions, When the war broke
out he enlisted 1 don’t think he was
‘mugh mote than s boy thei, 1 Inst sight
l""‘f hite for ten.years of more until I came
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things, If Sam went to a town one night
the next day there way a boom there.”

In the days when Scott was handling
big fleals rapidly he and soine friends

' bought eighty acres near Tower Grovel

ark in 5t Louis and paid $ro00,000 for it.
hey carried it at a loss for three vears,

| lhen Scoit planned a great auction sale
jof lots. Ile sent Sam B, lough te Chi-

enpn to run s spectal train from that eity
and pick up pasgsengers in the Iilinois
lowtis  Another traint was ran from Kan-
sas and halt a doren Trom pointa in Alis.
souri, The auction lasted three dayn and
at night of the third day the lots had
been sold for a total of $r,111,000, which
lelt & good profit for Scott end  his
friends.

When the slumr came Scott slil! had

reat hopes that he could recover lids
os3cs.  He had been weorth an uncertain
amotint, but he waw most of it wiped out.
 He went to New York, hoping to be abla
ta protect himsel!, and stayed at the Hofl-
maty house where he el capilalists and
entertained them.

One of the leading New York papers,
wanting to illustrate how rich mien are
becoming, priuted ane morning the pie-
juies of ten millivnaires who could pay

biere i 1873 and found him hmmingl
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the national debt,  Scott's picture was
there with those of Jay Gould and John
). Rockefeller. Scott aften laughed aver
the {ncident. At that time, he would say,
what was worrying hiny was how to raise
the money to pay his own hilla, e was
not concerned about the national debi.

This question of his obligations worried
Scott more than one who did ot know
him ntimately ever supposed. [lie {riends
urged him to take ndvantage of the bank-
ruptey act. Jle said “na. IF 1 hive long
enough [ will pay every obligation
have” 1l was appointed posimaster by
President MceKintey aud thote wha knew
him best say that part of every month's
salary went to pay obligations growing,
otst of the big deals he had made in boom:
times. As fast as he made money he paid:
it on obligations long ago outlawed '

A faw vears ago he with Mayor Neff
and Frank llagerman huu%du 140,000 ACres
of land in Louisiana, which was sold to
rice planters at a good profit.  More re-
cently he orgatiized & lumber cempany
with a railroad in Arkansas, He was in-
teresied with William Stroung in the prm-
posed electric railway to Olathe and To-
pekia, Had he been given time he would
almost certainly have become a rich man
Again in 8 few years,

Kansas City Star
Kansas City, MO
Friday, November 10, 1905

Page 20, Columns 1-4




