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The Man Who lllustrated Webster's.

E\'tl!\‘IIODY hereabouts who user
the dictionary at all knows that
A Weat Hartford man Was responsi-

ble for the original reading matter In |

1L, bul few realise that they one ihe
thousands of pictures In Webate:'s In-
ternational to snother Connecticu!

mwan. William Powler Hopson of New

Haven

It was a tremendous Job. Speaking
of it only the olher day, Mr. Hopson
fald 1t ook three years work, fron
1887 10 1890, and involved cutting
250 wood bhlocks. Many were made
from his own designs, each one lue
volving resesrch and study,

Considering the Importance of the

Tk, very little publiec recognition
s ¢ome to Mr. Hopson from 1o
wilter, nor from his long work for the

government. Many of his commissions
were from Yale professors engaged in
preparing sclentifiec monographs, Twen-
Ly years ago, for example, Prof. O C
Marah's books on  extinct  mammais
issued Dy the government, crestad a
sensation —Mr, Hopson was respoisible
for the engraving of dinoceras and din-
otherium among them,

In annther fisld. My Hoosann has

piace Is chosen. Among the Rartford
men for whom Mr. Hopson has made
plates nie Charles Dexter Allen, author
of alt authoritative book on American
QOOERiAtee, Charles T. Welles, Dwight
Co Kiaovwrn, William P, J. Boardman,
Luciua Barbour, Newton C. Pminard
Alber: C. Bates of the Connecticut Hia.
forical Society and George 8. Oodard,
Slate librarian

M7 Hopson has been olwerving with
Hilertest the recent revival of book and
magasine  llustrations from wood

Blocks. HMe himsei! did a myoat deal of
this woix at e beginning of his
cateer hut In 1800 and thereabouts, the

cheanpnesa  of pholo-engmaving and
hadf<tone pintes drove the old method
Wit of geeeral use. Mr, Hopson then turm -
od O engraving on metal himeself, lor
shich the same 100is A usd, the

difference being that on the swond dilock
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In another fleld, Mr. Hopson has
made Dimsel! & NAame, one known wher.
ever bibllophiles take pride and in-
terest in the bookplates with which
they mark thelr t Wwies As Lhelr own
Exhibitions of Mr. Hopson's ex-libris
have been held at the British Museum,
At the Pan<American Exhibition of
1000 In Paris, In Italy and In Spain
His work Is shown also In the large
Luraries of the Uniled States, eapecinl.y
At the New York Publie Lidbrary and
the Boston Public Library. Hartford has
« pood selection in the Hetlle Grey
Baker Collection at the Morgan Me-
morial

Mr., Hopson was born in Watertown
Conn, but moved to New Haven many,
many years ago. When still a youngster
ne showed marked talent for drawing
and says himael! that be cannot re-
member the time when bhe was not "in
11" Hia teachers were L. Sanford,
sood engmaver of Now Haven, J. D, Pel-
1 head of the engmaving department
of the Methodist Book Concern of New
York, and August WUl & New York
Ariist.
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the lines wilch are to show are rais- lroul
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Early In life Mr Hopson wes a com-
mernial engraver, under the Nifm name
of Hopson and Sherman, but the de-
mand for his work grew a0 gEreat that
he retired from down-town business In
the elghties. FPor thirty years now he
has worked in (he pieasant on the
top fleor of his home at 730 ‘tney
Avene

Undoubledly 1t Ia the bookpiates
that are nearest Mr. ‘s heart
Not ouly hws he made more than 200
for others but he has made several for
Dimsel! and his wife and has coliected
tho:nndn of prints of other artista’
work.

Many are the pleasant contacts which
this work has t him, wita fa-
mous bookmen, with lawyera, dootors,
authors and wscholars. Mr. Hopeson
wouldn pick out the most famous
person he had ever made a plate for.
He has never des gned one for & .
dent. The way that (s done, he with
mingled amussment and soorn. is to
make the plate and present It to the
ehle! executive as a gift, Whether he
uses It or not, the advertising value
A asiied Nevertheless Mr. Hopson hes
known a Presdent, long his neighbor
in New Haven, William Howard Twit
He used 1o strike proofs for Mr. Thit
from a plate some one else hnd designed
Of recent yrars, though Mr. Tafl's
dbrary oouut‘mod wz& Jm&mwm
no requesta for 4 | Le
| bad been lost. Only recently It came
' ta light—when the Cool cleared
| out the attic of the White House, pre-
L paratory to having the roof ralred and
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he lines wilch ale 10 ShOW ATé TAIN-
ed. on Lhe metal plate gouged Sul.

The woodculs of today ook
and crude to Mr, :lro The
makes a dmawl then hacks
out. The akill with which bhe does
he could sequire in two weeka' appren
tieeahip No more seems 10 be waniagd
and Mr Hopson explrins this by ahow
e e the art of woud engraving has
passed within his lifetime from one, o
e other of the cycle common o al
the artx. At finst woodcuts were crude
aud primitive, no one knew how to do
better, then as the years went by, boih
2kl and taste Jed to further and fur-
ther elaboration. When such & point
Was reached that the elaboration waa
the picture and all vitality had gone.
the art died down, Another generation
has taken 1t up in due course of time
and works crudely. the cycle has start-
od apain,

Mr. Hopson has no apprentices now,
nor has he ever had any yet hie is press.
ed with work and s constantly refus-
Ing new commisions, Wha: work he
does he undertakes for (s own sake
and for pleasure. He s an active mem-
ber of several socleties, the Acorn Ciub
of Connecticut, for example. which is
limited 10 twenty«five members chose
en from the librarians book-collectors
and artists of the state. Por several
years he haa been In charge of this
society’'s publications which are large-
iy historieal In interest. He has done
much work on them himsell. He Is a
member of the Bibilographical Society
of London, the Bibllopiile Soclety of
New York, the Connecticu: Historical
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A grint many of Mr, Hopson's piates
were disgned for Connecticut institue
tions—particularly for special gifts to
warious Lbraries, Yale College, for ex-
ampie. Trinity College, the
Bar Library and the Oonnec-
Sitate  Library., Often these
come after A man's
death and & conversation with the
widow or children discloses (he most

spproptiete plotures or symbols for the

Cex libr s Very often something to typify

the man's caresr and his interests »
chosen, or his portralt,

In the case of living men, portmits
sromn 1o indicate a little 00 much
wvanity and usually a vew of the man's
library, his hame, fireside. his garden.
or some favorite water scene or public

Society, the QGrolier Club of New York
the Odd Volume Ciub of Boston, the
Rowfant Cludb of Cleveland, and tae
Paint and Clay Club of New Haven.
In the home shop where A Rreat
part of his life’s work has been accome
ished. in his library, rich In beautl-
Iy bound and finely tilustrated Dooks
n piates and autographs, Mr.
Hopson s enjoying the hobbles A
delights for which long devolion has
given him ever-Increasing appreciation

On the bookpiate Mr Hopson en- 8

graved for himself in 1803, he saked ©

for what he now enjovs

Old wood 10 ocarve,
Old bhooks 1o read,

Old Nnis to scan
o 10 gree’.
—_——— ———
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